
 

 

 

 

 

In addition, this program was made possible through the generous support of:  
The Epstein Jewish Cultural Fund, The Meyer & Mary Kurland/Gebell Fund,  

and The Jonas and Edith Fleminberg Jewish Cultural Fund 

                    Prices for Discussion Participation and Films 

                                                           

                                               Festival pass: $40     $20, JCC member discount    
                Individual films: $11     $6 JCC member discount 
             Free for students (Please note: Some films are for adult viewers only) 

 

 To buy tickets please visit: 
 

http://www.schenectadyjcc.org/events/jewish-film-festival/  
 

(No additional fee applies when ordering online)  
or call the JCC, 518.377.8803  

 
For specific information about this virtual program,  

please contact Judy Ben-Ami at judyb@schenectadyjcc.org or (518) 377-8803 

                    Thank You To Our Festival Sponsors! 

SJCC 
Friends of The Arts 

                                                                                Jewish Film Festival Committee 
 

Chair: Sonia Rubenstein Z”l 
Erica & Len Berger, Ellen Blake, Art Clayman, Jeff and Cindy Cohen, 

 Anne Deiber, Alex Hallenstein, Irit Magnes, Bill Shapiro 
 

Judy Ben-Ami, Jewish Cultural & Adult Programming Director 
Andy Katz, Campus Director 

David Posner, CEO 
Barbara A. Walton, Board of Directors President 

 

 

The Women’s Balcony Keep Quiet Fanny’s Journey 

Big Sonia 

The Film Festival is sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Northeastern NY. This program was made possible through the  
generous support of the Epstein Jewish Cultural Fund, Meyer and Mary Kurland/Gebell Fund, Jonas and Edith Fleminberg Jewish 
Cultural Fund, The Jewish World, and by a grant from the Schenectady County Legislature through its County Initiative Program. 

Mamboniks 
               The Spy  
Behind the Home Plate Apples from the Desert 

September 13  
with Amy Posner 

 

October  25  
with Aviva Kempner 

December 13  
with Lex Gillespie  

November 15 
with Leah Warshawski  

Remarkable Discussions for Fascinating Films 

http://www.schenectadyjcc.org/events/jewish-film-festival/  

http://www.schenectadyjcc.org/events/jewish-film-festival/
http://www.schenectadyjcc.org/events/jewish-film-festival/


 

 

ISRAELI DRAMA 

DOCUMENTARY 

Discussion led by Film Director Aviva Kempner 
Aviva Kempner is a child of Holocaust survivor Helen Ciesla and Harold Kempner, a U.S. Army officer. She was born in Germany 
after World War II. Her family history inspired her to produce her first documentary, “Partisans of Vilna “(1986), focusing on a story  
of Jewish resistance to the Nazis. Since then, Kempner has gone on to write, direct and produce more films about under-known  
Jewish heroes: “The Life and Times of Hank Greenberg”, “Yoo-Hoo, Mrs. Goldberg”, “Rosenwald”, and collaborated on other films. 
She regularly writes film criticism and articles for numerous publications, including the Boston Globe, Moment, The Forward, The 
Washington Post, and Washington Jewish Week. Kempner is the recipient of a Guggenheim Fellowship, the D.C. Mayor’s Art Award, 
WIFV (Women in Film & Video), Women of Vision Award, and a Media Arts Award from the National Foundation for Jewish Culture.  

Discussion led by Amy Posner 
Amy Posner has served as Executive Director of Hillel at the College of  Staten Island since 2008. She has been building        
community through youth-serving organizations for more than 25 years, having held positions in Young Judaea and the Girl Scout 
Council of Central NY. She also directed the Jewish Multiracial Network, a grass-roots organization serving multi-racial Jewish 
families and working to raise awareness of the beautiful diversity of the Jewish people. Amy served as director of Camp Edward 
Isaacs. She was honored to be a 2014 JCC of Staten Island “Dor L’Dor” Woman Leader of the Community. She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in recreation from the University of Maryland, a certificate in Not for Profit Management from the University of Wisconsin, 
and a master’s degree in Jewish Education from the Davidson School of the Jewish Theological Seminary of America.  

APPLES FROM THE DESERT 
Discussion will be on Sunday, September 13, 7:30 PM  
 

Israel, 2014, 96 min., Hebrew with English subtitles  
This timeless and moving tale of tradition versus modernity, which is 
based on an award-winning Israeli play, is a coming-of-age drama  
that explores conflicts that arise in a Jewish Orthodox family when  
traditional values are  challenged by a modern-day perspective.  
Rebecca is an only child, living with her strictly religious parents in  
Jerusalem. She secretly breaks taboos, attending dance classes  
where she forms a relationship with a secular kibbutznik. Suspicious  
of Rebecca’s growing acts of rebellion, her strict father reacts by  
setting in motion a prearranged marriage to an older widower with  
children of his own. After Rebecca runs away from home, her parents  
must confront a moment of truth, forcing them to discover and  
re-establish relationships within the family. Nominated for three Ophir  
(Israeli Academy) awards. Directors: Arik Lubetzky & Matti Harari. 

THE SPY BEHIND HOME PLATE 
Discussion will be on Sunday, October 25, 7:30 PM    
 
USA, 2019, 101 min., English 
In this, first-ever feature length documentary, award-winning 

filmmaker Aviva Kempner hits another home run by focusing her 

camera on enigmatic Morris “Moe” Berg. The film follows Berg’s 

journey from the streets of Newark to five major league teams,     

including five years with the Red Sox during baseball’s golden age, 

to his secret life spying for the OSS (Office of Strategic Services) 

during WWII. Berg’s extraordinary story is told with rare historical 

footage and revealing interviews with family and an all-star roster 

from the worlds of history, sports and espionage.  

2020  FILMS 

 

 

Discussion led by Director Leah Warshawski  
Leah Warshawski produces/directs documentary-style features, television, commercials, and branded entertainment in remote 
parts of the world. Her first feature,  “Finding Hillywood” (2013) won 6 awards including the Critic’s Award (Sebastopol Doc        
Festival) and the Audience Award (Napa Film Festival), and screened at more than 65 festivals. Leah’s career in film began in  
Hawaii working in the marine department for “Lost” and “Hawaii”, consulting producer for “The Wild” (2018), and advises      
filmmakers on outreach, marketing and hybrid distribution plans. In addition, Leah co-founded rwandafilm.org, for Rwandan 
filmmakers supported by “Bpeace” and The Academy of Motion Pictures.  

Discussion led by Film Director Lex Gillespie 
Lex Gillespie is an independent radio and television producer in Washington, D.C., with an emphasis on music, culture, travel, and 
history. His topics range from the music of the Andes, to the disappearing American cowboy, to a profile of four Latina students 
competing in Chicago's high school science fair. He produced the series “Let the Good Times Roll”, a 26-hour documentary series 
on rhythm and blues music that won a Peabody Award in 2005. He also served as a producer with Smithsonian Productions, at the 
Smithsonian's National Museum of American History, on the series Jazz Singers and Black Radio: “Telling It Like It Was”.  

HANUKKAH SPECIAL 

 

MAMBONIKS 
Discussion will be on Sunday,  December 13, 7:30 PM    
 
USA, 2019, 90 min, English 
Jewish soul and Cuban song meet on the dance floor in this  
nostalgic look back at the jubilant mambo phenomenon that swept 
the nation in the Fifties. Seeking a diversion after the war, Jewish 
Americans fell head over heels for the hot-blooded mix of sultry,           
infectious Latin and Afro-Cuban rhythms coming from Havana.     
The mambo’s rise is traced from Cuba to its peak popularity in  
neon-splashed New York, the art deco hotels of Miami Beach, and 
the resorts of the Catskills. Against an upbeat Big Band soundtrack, 
the free-spirited mamboniks of yesteryear reunite to spin colorful 
tales, recalling their love affair with the Cuban dance craze and their 
kinship with diverse cultures at a time of racial segregation and  
anti-Semitism. With an infectious soundtrack including Tito Puente, 
Celia Cruz and mambo king Pérez Prado, this film explores a mostly  
unexamined aspect of Jewish life and culture. Director: Lex Gillespie 

2020  FILMS 

DOCUMENTARY 

BIG SONIA 
Discussion will be on Sunday, November 15,  7:30 PM    
 
USA, 2016, 90 min.,English 
 

At 4'8", Sonia Warshawski can barely see over the leopard skin  
patterned steering wheel of her Oldsmobile. But at age 90, Sonia 
has a personality that towers over her Kansas City community, 
where she has tirelessly run her late husband’s tailoring business 
for decades. The shop is the last business left operating in a lonely 
corner of a dying shopping mall, but for Sonia, it’s the vibrant center 
of her long, eventful life. Every day, she faces the threat of eviction, 
but Sonia has experience with escaping finality:  
As one of the last remaining Holocaust survivors in Kansas City,  
she witnessed the unspeakable horror of her mother disappearing 
behind the doors of a Nazi gas chamber. Directed by Leah  
Warshawski (Sonia’s granddaughter) & Todd Soliday.  

http://www.hankgreenbergfilm.org/
http://www.mollygoldbergfilm.org/
http://www.rosenwaldfilm.org/
http://www.bpeace.org/

