
Each month, we designate a different charity or 
organization for our Shabbat Tzedakah           
collection.  We encourage parents to tell us 
about organizations that are close to your 
hearts.  Tzedakah is collected in the classrooms 
on Fridays during Shabbat, but feel free to 

bring coins in earlier in the week if it is more convenient.  Donations 
will be held until Fridays so the children will contribute as a group.  
In our newsletters, we will include as many  specifics about each    
organization as possible so that you will understand the importance 
of the  charity.   

 
For the months of September and October, we will be donating the 
Tzedakah to donate to the Nisky NOW program that provide      
weekend food assistance to students in need. Formally known as 
the “Weekend Backpack Program”, the program began during the 
2014-15 school year. It has been observed that when families face 
economic difficulties, they often need to find a way to stretch their 
food budgets. This program provides families with a weekly bag of 
food, delivered to their home. This can be the difference in students 
having an afterschool snack or a quality meal on the weekend.  

For more information, please visit:  

https://www.niskayunaschools.org/niskynow/ 

 
  
 

Tzedakah 
Kindergarten Half Days: 
Please provide a lunch for 
your child. 

10/27, 11/1, 
11/9 

Election Day; Preschool    
Vacation Programming 11/2 

Niskayuna Schools Closed; 
Preschool Vacation           11/24 

Thanksgiving Break; 
ECE Closed 11/25,11/26 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

ECE Newsletter 

 Oct. 22,  2021 

ECE at a Glance 



Looking for a winter project? 
We have a few ideas of new items that we would like on Teva. 
If you’re interested in helping to build one of these, or have 
something else in mind, we would love your help! 



-sponges 
-hair rollers 
-tiles 
-spice containers 
-hose pieces 
-wooden cubes 
-containers 
-dry pasta 
-fabric 
-fake flowers 
 

We need loose parts! 

Loose parts are materials that can be moved, 
carried, combined, redesigned, lined up, and 
taken apart and put back together in multiple 
ways. The idea of ‘loose parts’ uses materials 
to empower a creative imagination. The more       
materials and individuals involved, the more 
ingenuity takes place.  

Examples: (can be a way of recycling/reusing an item) 
-nuts and bolts 
-pine cones 
-corks 
-PVC piping 
-plastic garden pots 
-glass gems 
-buttons 
-shells 
-tree slices 
-acorns 
-clothespins 
 

New Billing Cycle and Google Forms 

Thank you for completing the new 
Google Form calendars and being 
prompt! We’re pleased with how well it 
went. As a reminder, if you need to make 
an edits to your care calendar, please      
e-mail Jennifer so that adjustments can 
be made. Please do not re-enter            
information to a Google Form that has 
already been submitted. 

 

Imagination Playground 

We are pleased to announce that the 
PTO has agreed to fund the purchase of 
Imagination Playground equipment 
which will be great to use in the winter 
months. Here is a short video of how it 
can be used:  

https://youtu.be/sb-pqrLOuSU 

 

Announcements 

 

Enrichment Classes  

Enrichment classes are off to a great 
start! There are still some spaces in 
our Yoga program—please contact 
Jennifer if you are interested.       
Children should be brought to their 
classrooms if they are not already 
participating in Wrap Around Care 
that morning. Also, please be sure 
to check them in as you normally 
would. 

 

Schenectady Young Families 
Havruah 

is a group consisting of young fami-
lies looking to connect within their com-
munity, Jewishly. For more information or 
to join this Havurah, contact Ilene Fried-
man:  ilene_friedman@yahoo.com.  

 

 

SJCC’s 100th Anniversary  

This month’s theme is inclusion and diversity. As 
a part of this theme, Jennifer will be reading a 
special story each Thursday. Here is this week’s 
edition:  

https://youtu.be/FYm-eb8zcnE  

https://youtu.be/sb-pqrLOuSU
mailto:ilene_friedman@yahoo.com


Here is a link to some of the books that will be available:  
Book Fair Flyer  
https://bookfairsfiles.scholastic.com/flippingbooks/F21-PreK-
Case-Booklist/F21_PreK_Case_Booklist.html#p=1  
Book Fair Video Previews  
https://players.brightcove.net/1543299976/LG9eJZeIF_default/in
dex.html?playlistId=1704836459167356440  

https://bookfairsfiles.scholastic.com/flippingbooks/F21-PreK-Case-Booklist/F21_PreK_Case_Booklist.html#p=1
https://bookfairsfiles.scholastic.com/flippingbooks/F21-PreK-Case-Booklist/F21_PreK_Case_Booklist.html#p=1
https://players.brightcove.net/1543299976/LG9eJZeIF_default/index.html?playlistId=1704836459167356440
https://players.brightcove.net/1543299976/LG9eJZeIF_default/index.html?playlistId=1704836459167356440


 Toddlers 

Dizelle, Amanda & Veronika 

 

Welcome from the sun shiny corner of the       
center!!!   
They are enjoying circle time, talking about the 
weather, our alphabet, and all the fun things they 
like to do.  
For the next couple of months we will be           
exploring Thankfulness. We will talk about being 
thankful and when we say thank you and why. 
We will be able to look at community helpers to 
recycling.  
Once again thank you to all our awesome families 
for your continued communication and support.  



Sky Room 

Samantha & Heather 

 

 Greetings from the sky room. Since our last 
newsletter we have been busy exploring  various 
learning themes.  We celebrated Sukkot by      
spending time in the Sukkah and then                    
celebrating Simchat Torah. We moved on to the 
theme of fall and explored the season of fall using 
our five senses.  We smelled various scents related 
to fall like pumpkins and apples, opened up      
pumpkins and explored the insides, went on a walk 
around the school and listened to the leaves 
crunching beneath our feet and looked around to 
see how our environment has changed and tasted 
delicious fall treats made from pumpkins and      
apples.  We made fall slime that the children really 
enjoyed squishing and playing with.    
 We also learned about fire safety. We have 
discussed what community helpers are, how       
firefighters are important to the community and 
what their jobs are. We had a special visit from the 
Niskayuna Fire department and the firefighters    
explained all the gear they wear and how we 
shouldn't be scared if they have to help us in an 
emergency.  The children were able to walk 
through the fire truck and see all of the tools that 
are used by firefighters.    
 The children have been working hard on 
practicing writing their name.  They have been 
identifying all the letters in their names and then 
writing the letters. We also have been learning a 
letter of the week. We learn what the letter looks 
like and what sound it makes.  We have been     
looking for items around us that start with the 
letter and making a fun corresponding craft.  We 
also have begun a daily yoga video to start our 
morning.  It is a great way to bring everyone        
together and set the tone for our day.    
 We are having so much fun learning and 
growing in the sky room!  



Schenectady Jewish Community Center 

2565 Balltown Rd 

Schenectady, NY 12309 

Phone: 518-377-8803 

Fax: 518-377-5530 

E-mail: sarahm@schenectadyjcc.org 

andreal@schenectadyjcc.org 

Early Childhood     

Education 

SCHENECTADY JEWISH 

COMMUNITY CENTER 

Www.schenectadyjcc.org 

For the most convenient way to stay in 

touch with ECE: 

www.facebook.com/ECEofSJCC 

Please Note: 

In order to be as accommodating as possible to 
our families, our school, as a whole, does not 
prohibit specific types of food. We do, however, 
alter classrooms as needed in order to meet the 
needs of students with allergies. Please take 
note if there are signs in or around your child’s 
classroom that designate it as an allergen free 
room. 

 

We greatly appreciate your efforts in sending in 
lunches and snacks that are free of that         
allergen. The health and safety of all of our    
students is of utmost importance to us.  


