
Each month, we designate a different      
charity or organization for our Shabbat 
Tzedakah collection.  We encourage parents 
to tell us about organizations that are close 
to your hearts.  Tzedakah is collected in the 
classrooms on Fridays during Shabbat, but 
feel free to bring coins in earlier in the week 

if it is more convenient.  Donations will be held until Fridays so 
the children will contribute as a group.  In our newsletters, we 
will include as many  specifics about each organization as        
possible so that you will understand the importance of the     
charity.   

 

  For the months of September and October, we will be 
donating the Tzedakah to donate to the Schenectady          
Foundation Weekend Backpack Partnership, whose goal is to 
support children living with food insecurity. While many       
students have access to meals during the school week, those 
same students may not have the resources to access the food 
and nutrition that they need while at home over the weekend. 
The Weekend Backpack Partnership strives to provide            
resources that would provide a reliable source of nutritious 
food. Though Niskayuna does not currently participate in this 
program, many neighboring districts, including Mohonasen, 
Scotia-Glenville, and Duanesberg have had success while     
participating. For more information, please visit: https://
www.schenectadyfoundation.org/page/weekend-backpack-
partnership-97.html 

Tzedakah 
JCC Closed: Yom     
Kippur 

Sept. 28 

Preschool: Columbus 
Day Vacation Program 

Oct. 12 

Virtual Back to School 
Night (see flyer) 

Oct. 15 
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ECE at a Glance 



Andrea’s Article 
Every year our ECE teachers and families 
look forward to our Back to School night and 
Pizza Dinner.  Like everything else this year, 
we need to “reimagine” how to continue 
some of our favorite programs but in a   
physically distanced way.  After some     
brainstorming with our PTO, it was decided 
that we will do it virtually this year.  ECE   
parent Lindsey Boyle graciously offered to 
help out by hosting the zoom meeting and             
organizing parents into “break- out” rooms 
with their teachers.   In these break-out 
rooms you will have the opportunity to 
meet other families in your child’s classroom 
and get to learn about your child’s             
experiences at the JCC.  

 While it isn’t quite the same as enjoying a 
pizza dinner together and getting to play 
with supplies and equipment in the         
classrooms, it will be nice to connect with 
one another.  There will even be some trivia 
questions too! 

 Please be sure to sign up using this link: 
https://diversitylab.zoom.us/meeting/
register/
tJEscuiprDksH-
NAehSw9U50reLD_i4OMcQOw 

One of our main objectives of Back to School 
Night is letting parents explore in the       
classroom and see what “play” is all about.       
Parents are always asking what children 
learn when they are playing. Are they just 
“playing” or is there some intentional    
teaching happening during play?  I, of 
course,    believe that “just playing” is very 
worthwhile and children are always         
learning.   

Following is just a sample of what children 
are learning as they play at school and at 
home. 

Children Play...Children Learn  

 

Child development specialists know the           
importance of play because children discover 
and learn about their world through play. Play 
also promotes the total development of the child 
and enhances self-esteem as children succeed in 
play. A child playing in the following ways is 
forming a solid foundation for a life of learning:  
When I dress-up and pretend play with         
household items, I am:  

 

 practicing to understand and master 
adult roles 

 practicing math and language skills 

 organizing and using ideas 
symbolically using materials in meaningful 
ways 
When I am listening to or looking at books 
with others, I am:  

 making friends with books 

 learning that printed words have   
meaning 

 learning about other people and places 
often interacting with an important adult to 
develop verbal and listening skills 
When I am building with blocks, I am:  

 using my imagination and creativity 
learning about height, width, depth, and 
length 

 experiencing patterns, symmetry, and 
balance 

 gaining feelings of competence 
learning to cooperate, share, plan, negotiate 
When I notice and play with things in       
nature, I am:  

 investigating the world around me 

 developing my curiosity 

 growing in my sensory awareness 
appreciating beauty and order in nature 
When I am playing with playdough and 
modeling clay, I am:  

 being creative and imaginative 

 strengthening and developing my small 
motor skills 
developing my sensory awareness 
When I am doing woodworking activities, I 
am:  

 creating in my own way, two- and three
-dimensional objects with various materials 

 gaining skill in hammering, using 
screws, and other tools 

 developing my eye-hand coordination 

 feeling good about being allowed to do 
an "adult activity" 

 learning about safety for my friends and 
myself 
problem solving 
 
When I am playing with paints and            
watercolors, I am:  

 being creative and imaginative 

 experimenting with colors, lines, form, 
spatial relationships, and methods of        

applying paint 
expressing my feelings and 
moods 
When I am throwing, climbing, 
riding, and doing other physical 
activities, I am:  

 discovering how my body 
moves 

 learning to feel good about 
my body and myself 

 developing my gross motor 
skills, large muscles and learning 
skills 
developing the habit of being 
physically active 
When I am playing with sand or 
water, I am:  

 learning about pouring, 
measuring, and comparing 

 feeling relaxed, safe, and 
comfortable 

 being given an opportunity 
to expand my sensory awareness 
talking with my friends and   
learning about them 
When I playing with writing     
materials such as paper, pens, 
pencils, etc., I am:  

 learning that I can            
communicate with squiggles and 
written words 

 strengthening and              
developing my small muscles 
using a variety of writing tools to 
convey my thoughts and feelings 
When I am playing with puzzles, 
pegboards, sewing cards, and 
other hands-on toys, I am:  

 strengthening and               
developing my small muscles 

 making discoveries 

 developing eye-hand          
coordination 
working on problem-solving skills 
 
 
(Adapted from materials           
developed by Ingeborg Teske and 
Judy Bartell, staff of the Early 
Childhood Education Center,  
Concordia University, River      
Forest, Illinois 60305; (708) 209-
3099.)  
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A note from our PTO President, 

Andrew Santillo 
Hello parents! As president of the Parent/Teacher organization, I want to briefly introduce myself and also 
invite you to attend any and/or all of our PTO meetings, which for the current time are being held digitally.  
 
My name is Andrew Santillo and I have two children enrolled in the Early Childhood Education program. I 
went to the JCC, as a child, and worked at Camp Chaverim for many summers, where I ended up meeting my 
wife. Needless to say, the JCC has been a big part of my life. I got involved with the PTO two years ago       
because I heard that additional members were needed and I wanted to be able to provide some of my 
thoughts and input.  
 
I know we are all incredibly busy, as parents, but the PTO is a place where you can provide your thoughts 
and give your input. The PTO mission states that we are here to promote open communication, support     
initiatives, sponsor events and hold fundraisers that serve to enhance and maximize the education that    
every child receives and that, I believe, is a critical component to a successful program. Whether you are 
able to volunteer for one event or interested in being a PTO board member, as a parent of a child in the    
program, you are part of the PTO.   
 
A very different school year is underway this year, but hopefully this finds you and your family healthy and 
safe. I know the ECE staff, led by Andrea and Sarah, is working their hardest to make sure our children are 
the safest they can possibly be, while still providing care that is critical to their learning and development. 
Like so many things this year, we have had to alter and get creative with how we will hold our fundraisers 
and annual events so that we can still see each other, while being mindful of safety protocols. Throughout 
the year, be on the lookout for how you can support our different fundraisers and take part in our different 
events. 
 
I hope you enroll for our virtual Back to School Night 
(https://diversitylab.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEscuiprDksHNAehSw9U50reLD_i4OMcQOw) where you will 
be able to speak with your children’s teachers and also learn more about the program, if you have           
questions.   
 
Over the past few years, we have created events based on input from our parents, such as STEM Sunday and 
the Kindergarten Readiness evening. Last year, in addition to purchases specifically for ECE, the PTO donated 
$5,000 to the new playground that will be built next spring. With your continued support, we will keep    
looking for ways to make this a great program for our little ones.   

 

Andrew Santillo 
PTO President  

https://diversitylab.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEscuiprDksHNAehSw9U50reLD_i4OMcQOw


Yellow Room 

Amy & Kim 

 What a fun and busy month we 
have had in the Yellow Room! 
With such a long time at home, the children 
really seemed to bounce right back into 
“school mode”. We have a classroom of all 
boys this year and they all seem to be      
adjusting and transitioning really nicely. 
 We started off the year with the    
holiday of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. 
We baked a yummy snack of apple and 
honey muffins too help celebrate. We also 
listened to many stories about the holiday 
and decorated the room with sticky honey 
jars, shofars, and beehives.  
 Next, we moved on to the holiday of 
Sukkot and with this season of fall. For this 
we made a Sukkah out in the hallway and 
decorated it with leaves for the roof and 
paper chains as well as apples and        
pumpkins. We also made a delicious snack 
of pumpkin cookies! We had a ball with 
Rabbi Matt and Rabbi Rafi when they came 
and told us a Sukkot story outside by the 
Sukkah.  
 This month, besides having fun with 
all the holidays and baking, we enjoyed our 
first science experiment. The children       
enjoyed mixing vinegar and baking soda to 
create exploding apples!! As you can       
imagine, this was a big hit with a classroom 
of boys. 
 Thursday, October 8th, we started 
P.E. class with Rachel. We will have P.E. 
class every Thursday so please make sure 
your child has sneakers on when coming to 
school. 
 We also still try to get outside as 
much as possible so please try to dress your 
child accordingly. 
 This past week, the boys have been 
doing some name recognition by matching 
their picture with their name card. We then 
have been practicing spelling it—this is 
something you could do with them at home 
to help them learn those letters in their 
name. This will help transition them into 
tracing those letters in the upcoming 
months. Hope everyone is enjoying the first 
month back, I know I sure am.  





Don’t forget to check in! 
Please remember to stop at 
the check in tables in the   

lobby each morning.  
-Use the QR code to scan in on Brightwheel and answer the health screening 

questions listed. 
-Take your temperature, and your child’s temperature, and record it on the 

slip provided. Please give this slip to your child’s teacher. 
-If you forget your phone, or Brightwheel is malfunctioning, please use the     
clipboard to sign in and answer “yes” to verify that you have read over the 

health screen questions that are printed for you on the table.  

 
Thank you for taking the time to complete these     

screenings each day. We hope that this will help keep 
our school as healthy and safe as possible! 



Toddlers 

Tricia & Olivia 

 

 Our Toddlers have settled in to 
the classroom and are already used to 
our routines and expectations!  They 
spent time learning how to sit at the   
table and eat, how to line up and walk 
safely through the building and how to 
try things on their own.  We spend a lot 
of time encouraging them to try first 
and then ask for help if needed. They 
are often surprised and excited about 
what they can do on their own and it’s 
so delightful to see their proud faces!  
During the month of September we   
explored the colors red, yellow and 
green.    
 We included some specific      
exploration of Apples and Honey for 
Rosh Hashanah.   Our classroom is now 
filled with the artwork and sensory, 
math, small motor and pre-writing      
activities that we have worked on 
throughout the month.    
 It’s been a great start to a 
strange school year!  Thank you for all 
your understanding and support in 
keeping us all safe and healthy!  



Sh'mini Atzeret and Simchat Torah 

Immediately following Sukkot, we observe Sh'mini Atzeret and Simchat Torah, a fun-filled day during which 
we celebrate the completion of the annual reading of the Torah and affirm Torah as one of the pillars on 
which we build our lives. 

As part of the celebration, the Torah scrolls are taken from the ark and carried or danced around the          
synagogue seven times. During the Torah service, the concluding section of the fifth book of the                  
Torah, D’varim (Deuteronomy), is read, and immediately following, the opening section of Genesis, 
or B'reishit, is read. This practice represents the cyclical nature of the relationship between the Jewish people 
and the reading of the Torah. 

Historically, Sh’mini Atzeret and Simchat Torah were two separate holidays (a day of reflection after the end 
of Sukkot and a celebration of Torah the following day). However, in Israel and in Reform congregations, 
which generally observe one day of holidays rather than two, Sh’mini Atzeret is observed concurrently with 
Simchat Torah. 

Thank you to our CEO, David Posner, for spending time with our four 
year old classes and teaching them about the holiday! 

https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/sukkot
https://reformjudaism.org/glossary/torah
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/text/vzot-habrachah
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/text/vzot-habrachah
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/text/dvarim
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study/text/breishit
https://reformjudaism.org/learning/torah-study


Toddlers 

Nirmala & Hannah 

 

   Welcome to our first newsletter.  First, we 
want to give a shout out to all our children 
who have adapted themselves so well  to the 
new code of seeing their teachers in masks 
all day.  We are astonished to see that the 
masks were never a barrier to them in       
acquainting with us.  
  Our green room friends are off to a great 
start. It is wonderful to see how the children 
are getting accustomed to our daily routines 
and making new friends.   We spent the first 
few weeks of preschool, learning about the 
Jewish Holidays (Rosh Hashanah, Yom        
Kippur, Sukkot and  Simchat Torah). Some of 
their favorite activities were painting with  
bubble wrap to make honeycomb, painting 
with the apples and decorating shofar and  
Simchat Torah.   The kids also visited sukkah 
and we are looking forward to having a       
picnic at sukkah this week (weather                
permitting).  
    Apart from our learning centers, 
our kids are also working on wearing their 
coats independently, zipping up their 
coats, crossing the road carefully by     
looking at all sides and also using the 
potty.  We were so amazed to see their 
kind heart in helping each other when 
needed.  
   The kids were able to enjoy playing      
outside everyday.  Apart from Teva, Wood 
Chip and the Tikee Track playground, the 
kids were excited to explore  two new 
playgrounds( the one near the pool and 
the school kid playground “ the sand     
playground”. )  We are so happy to 
be  part of their life and we sincerely 
thank parents for trusting them with 
us.  As always, please feel free to contact 
us  with any questions or concerns. 
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