
Each month, we designate a different      
charity or organization for our Shabbat 
Tzedakah collection.  We encourage parents 
to tell us about organizations that are close 
to your hearts.  Tzedakah is collected in the 
classrooms on Fridays during Shabbat, but 
feel free to bring coins in earlier in the week 

if it is more convenient.  Donations will be held until Fridays so 
the children will contribute as a group.  In our newsletters, we 
will include as many  specifics about each organization as        
possible so that you will understand the importance of the     
charity.   

 

  For the months of September and October, we will be 
donating the Tzedakah to donate to the Schenectady          
Foundation Weekend Backpack Partnership, whose goal is to 
support children living with food insecurity. While many       
students have access to meals during the school week, those 
same students may not have the resources to access the food 
and nutrition that they need while at home over the weekend. 
The Weekend Backpack Partnership strives to provide            
resources that would provide a reliable source of nutritious 
food. Though Niskayuna does not currently participate in this 
program, many neighboring districts, including Mohonasen, 
Scotia-Glenville, and Duanesberg have had success while par-
ticipating. For more information, please visit: https://
www.schenectadyfoundation.org/page/weekend-backpack-
partnership-97.html 

Tzedakah 
JCC Closed: Yom     
Kippur 

Sept. 28 

Preschool: Columbus 
Day Vacation Program 

Oct. 12 
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Andrea’s Article 

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year.  I hope that your first week was a smooth one 
and that your children are enjoying us as much as we enjoy them! 

I would like to take a moment to tell you about our Early Childhood Parent Committee 
(PTO). This committee meets every other month to discuss all types of matters in the   
program, including, but not limited to, fundraising, program planning and policy setting. 
For the foreseeable future, meetings will be held via Zoom. Meetings are open to         
everyone and we hope that you will all attend as many meetings as you can. We will try 
to keep them as short and succinct as possible.   

The success of our early childhood programs is based not only on the staff, but also on 
the participation of the parents.  The more you help us, the more we can do for your 
child(ren).  Fundraisers help us with the “extras” such as keeping field trip costs low,    
supplementing classrooms with higher quality educational materials, and needs that 
teachers might have on a “wish list”. 

This year, in particular, offers new challenges in the way of fundraising as we have to 
reimagine some of our most loved events to something that doesn’t involve large social 
gatherings. If you have any ideas at all, we’d love to hear from you! 

Volunteering is simple. There are events that may only require an hour of your time, or, if 
you wish, you’re welcome to chair a larger event and help us with coordination. PTO 
President, Andrew Santillo, would be happy to reach out to you if you are interested! We 
are currently looking to fill secretary and treasurer positions.  

Love our program? We wouldn’t be 
able to have a quality program without the   
participation and dedication of families and   

parents like you!   

There are many opportunities to help 

throughout the year.  The PTO helps to         

organize events, family activities, and      

fundraising opportunities that benefit our 

children and classrooms.  

 

For more information,  contact ECE Director: 

Andrea Leighton 

andreal@schenectadyjcc.org 

377-8803 



Don’t forget to check in! 
Please remember to stop at 
the check in tables in the   

lobby each morning.  
-Use the QR code to scan in on Brightwheel and answer the health screening 

questions listed. 
-Take your temperature, and your child’s temperature, and record it on the slip 

provided. Please give this slip to your child’s teacher. 
-If you forget your phone, or Brightwheel is malfunctioning, please use the     
clipboard to sign in and answer “yes” to verify that you have read over the 

health screen questions that are printed for you on the table.  

 
Thank you for taking the time to complete these     

screenings each day. We hope that this will help keep our 
school as healthy and safe as possible! 



Meet our ECE Team! 
Andrea Leighton 
ECE Director  
 

Shalom and welcome back 
to school!  I am thrilled to 
be starting my thirteenth 
year at the SJCC, and my 
ninth year as director of 
Early Childhood Education. 
This year is looking a bit 
different than the previous 
twelve, however I really 

love my job at the SJCC and know it will still be a 
great one.  The staff, the families, and especially the 
children are truly terrific to work with.   

My husband and I are the proud parents of three 
wonderful sons. My oldest son Zachary is married 
and living in Israel.  I am Grandma to Noam Ezra 
who will be 3 in November, and Yaffa who turns 
one on Halloween- she is my sweet treat!  My    
middle son Josh, is working for a bank in NYC and 
my youngest son Jacob is a pharmacist and works in 
Albany.  Both Josh and Jacob were JCC afterschool 
counselors and camp counselors many moons ago.  
I’ll bet you couldn’t tell that I am a proud mother;).  
Since my children have grown up so quickly, I    
cherish the time I get to spend with all the infants, 
toddlers, preschoolers and kindergarteners at the 
SJCC.   

I hold a master’s degree in Education from USC and 
have many years of experience teaching third grade 
in California, New York and Connecticut.  I have 
taught small remedial reading and math groups in 
kindergarten through sixth grade.  I have also      
enjoyed teaching Hebrew and Religious School  
classes at Temple Gates of Heaven.   

I’m very proud to be a part of the Schenectady JCC 
and I’m looking forward to sharing many fun       
experiences with your children this year. My door is 
always open, please feel free to stop by anytime!   

 
 
  

Sarah Mandel 
Assistant Director of ECE 
 

I would like to welcome all 
of our new and returning 
families to  another school 
year! I am very happy to 
begin my ninth year as the 
Assistant Director of Early 
Childhood. This is my     
eleventh year at the JCC, 
where I have worked as a 
counselor in the After 
School Enrichment Program, and as a counselor 
and a Unit Head in Camp Chaverim.  

I received a bachelor’s degree from St. Rose in 
Psychology and hold a Master’s Degree in   
Counseling & Community Psychology from Sage 
Graduate School. During the past several years 
as Assistant Director, I have been working           
diligently toward making it a great Early       
Childhood Education Program. We aspire to 
offer our children a well rounded, value based, 
education and believe that, through play,        
children develop a solid foundation for their         
future in education and in life.  

The most rewarding part of being in this          
position is being able to get to know all of the 
children and families that are a part of the     
program. I thoroughly enjoy and spending time 
with your children, getting to know them, and 
watching them grow.  Also, as a fellow parent in 
the program, my family and I have had the    
wonderful opportunity of enjoying everything 
ECE has to offer.  

Andrea and I are always astounded by the      
ongoing love and support from our ECE         
community. While this year may have presented 
us with  unprecedented challenges, we felt    
confident that this school year could be just as 
successful as in previous years. Thank you for 
your ongoing cooperation and for entrusting us 
with the care of your children.  



Seema Arora 
Administrative Assistant   

 

My name is Seema Arora. 
I am administrative assistant and 
a floater. This is my 14th year 
working at the J.  
Working with children and      

seeing them blossoming always reminds me of how 
amazing and exciting the world can be . 
It’s amazing to see children grow and flourish. I     
really love it when I hear from them that I am their 
best friend / how much they love us ... it gives me a 
feeling of achievement that these little brains  trust 
us unconditionally.  
I would like to thank all the families for sharing their 
kids with us . 
Stay safe and healthy!!! 
See you around 

 
Samantha Altschuler 
Lead Teacher,  4 Year Olds 
 
My name is Samantha Altschuler. 
I am a teacher in the Sky room. 
This is my third year teaching at 
the JCC. I have a bachelor's      
degree in Early  Childhood       
education and a master's in    
curriculum and instruction. I 

have taught kindergarten in schools in the Capital 
Region and New York City. I started out as a parent 
at the JCC when my oldest son was in tod-
dler playgroup.  I have a six year old in first grade 
and a four year old and one year old who attend the 
JCC. In my spare time I love traveling with my family, 
reading, hiking and gardening  
 

Amy Fogg 
Lead Teacher, 4 Year Olds 
 
My name is Amy and you can find 
me in the Yellow Room. Currently, I 
am a 4 year old teacher, but I have 
had the pleasure of teaching all    
ages in all of the rooms at one point 
or another.  

I graduated from the College of Saint rose with my 
bachelor's degree in Early Childhood Education. 
I have a four year old daughter who is in the         
program as well. In my spare time, I enjoy spending 
time with my family. In the summer time, we enjoy 
spending our days at our camps at Sacandaga Lake 

and Lake George. In the winter, we enjoy          
snowmobiling and being outside in the snow. 
I look forward to getting to know you all and your 
children this year. Cheers to another school year! 
 

Kim Perrotti 
Assistant Teacher, 4 Year Olds 
 
Hello, my name is Kim and I’ve 
worked at the JCC for 19 years! 
I’ve worked with every age from 
infants through kindergarten. I 
will be working in the Yellow 
Room with Amy and Britney in the 

morning and with Sky Room children in the       
afternoon. Stop in and say hello! Everyone have a 
safe and happy year!  

 
Darlene Patricia Archer 
Floater 
 
My name is Pat Archer,      
throughout my life I have           
dedicated a lot of my time to    
taking care of children and I must 
say I enjoy every minute of it. I 

have 15+ years of experience in childcare starting 
off as a nanny. I have been an all round floater for 
almost 3 years at the SJCC and I’m very happy to 
be part of this centre’s family. 
I’m dedicated to the social and emotional              
development of each child and I make it my goal to 
make sure that each child receives the best care 
and love that they all deserve. 

 
Tracy Carpenter 
Assistant Teacher, Infants  
 
Hello, my name is Tracy           
Carpenter, I work in the infant 
room as an assistant teacher to 
Karyn Parzych. I Have been 
working at the JCC for almost 3 
years now and I love it. I have 
three children of my own age is 
29, 26, and 15. Which is one of 

the reasons why I love working with the infants. I 
also have five grandchildren two of them live in 
Florida and three of them live locally. I enjoy       
gardening hikes crafts and puzzles in my spare 
time. I look forward to getting to know your Child 
likes and dislikes while in the infant room. Even 
though the world has changed drastically I have a 
feeling it’s going to be a great year.  



Patricia Churnetski 
Lead Teacher, Toddlers 
 
Hi! I’m Tricia! I am a lead toddler 
teacher at the JCC. 
I have an Early Childhood         
Development Education and a 
lot of experience working with 
children of all ages. I especially 
enjoy the exciting and dynamic 

experience of working with toddlers. 
My goals are to provide a classroom for             
exploration and discovery and to help build a 
foundation of kindness and confidence for your 
children. 
I hope to help every child feel safe, cared for and 
respected. I hope to send them home happy and 
messy! 
I am looking forward to a great year! 

 
Lynne Frazier 
Lead Teacher, Toddlers 
 
Hello, my name is Lynne and I 
have been with Toddlers at the 
JCC for over six years. I was 
born and educated in England 
where my family resides. I look 
forward to working with you 
and your children this year! My 

assistant of five years, Yan, and I look forward to 
caring for your children this year.  
 

 
Nicole Coluccio 
Toddler Playgroup/Floater 
Hi, my name is Nicole Coluccio, 
please call me Nicky! I have 29 
years’ experience in childcare, 
mostly with Infants and        
Toddlers! I have worked in 
childcare centers and as a     
nanny. I am married and we 

have a 19 year old in her second year of college!  
 
 

Dizelle Hughes 
Lead Toddler Teacher 
 
Hello Everyone!  
I’m happy to say that this is my 
2nd-year t the JCC. It has felt 
like a lot more because of the 
warm community feeling I get 
from the families, coworkers, 

and other JCC staff members. I am a toddler 
teacher and love it. I have worked within early 
childhood education and childcare for over 15 
years. I have a Bachelors degree from Siena       
College, certified in family engagement and I just 
graduated from Hudson Valley Community       
College with a degree in Early Childhood             
Administration. 
My partner and I both work in early childhood 
education and we have four children, a dog and a 
cat. The oldest is starting her first year of teaching 
middle school math, our 18-year-old triplets     
graduated high school this year, and we recently 
downsized to a smaller home. 
I love to sing, dance, camp, bake, knit, and ride 
my tricycle I’ve named Wonder Woman. I’m    
looking forward to this new year and creating an 
environment of respect, wonderful exploration, 
and a developmentally appropriate immersive 
learning experiences.  
 

Yan Lalla 
Assistant Teacher, Toddlers  
 
My name is Yan Lalla and I have 
been working with Ms. Lynne for 
over 5 years in SJCC. And have 
earned my Childhood                 
Development Associate. What an 
unusual school year we are 

starting with! We all will do our best to make it a 
fun learning and safe growing year. I am looking 
forward to a very challenging school year.   
 
 



Beth Smith 
Lead Teacher, 3 Year Olds 
Hi! My name is Beth Smith and 
I am Lead Teacher in the 3 year 
old class. This is my fourth year 
at the Schenectady JCC and my 
third year as a Lead Teacher in 
the preschool. During the   
summer, I work at Camp     
Chaverim right here at the J, as 

a Unit Head for the big kids! When I am not at 
work, I love spend time at home on my farm, 
with my husband of 13 years, Brian, and my two 
cats, Grayson and Shadow! I also love tacos, di-
nosaurs, and science experiments. I also have 
many nieces, nephews, and godchildren that 
keep me busy when I am not at work, and my 
purse light! I enjoy the beach, sunrises and sun-
sets, and gazing at the stars! I also enjoy        
chocolate in any form, except white chocolate, 
and wearing lots of bling, as often as possible. I 
am looking forward to another wonderful school 
year with my new “kiddos.”  

 
Karyn Parzych 
Lead Teacher, Infants 
 
I am a returning Infant Teacher.  
I am married with 5 children; 
my oldest, twins, are out of   
college, a son out of college, a 
son in the Navy and a daughter 
at Niskayuna High School.  I        

graduated from St. Rose with a Masters in          
Education and previously taught in public and 
Catholic schools.  I then stayed at home with my 
children until my youngest entered 1st grade.  I 
subbed at the JCC for 2 years before taking a  
school-year position in the Infant Room 8 years 
ago.  I LOVE what I am doing !!!!  It is so exciting 
to celebrate their milestones, big and small !! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lindsey McPhail 
Lead Teacher, Waddlers 
 
Hi! My name is Lindsey! I 
have worked at the JCC in 
the Waddler room for 6 
years. I love working with 
all children, but do have the 
say the Waddlers are my 
favorite. I love to watch 

them grow and learn, everyday is a new adventure 
for them. As I see them develop, it teaches me 
new things each day.  
I enjoy spending time with my family, I have 2     
sisters and 2 brothers and 2 fun nephews. I also 
am a bowler. I was born into a family of bowlers, 
so I have been bowling since I was 3. I currently 
bowl in leagues 2 nights a week. In the fall I love 
watching football and going to games. While in the 
summer I love to watch my dad and brother race 
cars at a local dirt track.  
I hope we all have a great school year, as we have 
had to change and adjust what we use to know. I 
look forward to a great year ahead of us and 
getting to know all of you more.  

 
Elena Reynolds 
Lead Teacher, 4 Year Olds 
 
Hello, my name is Elena and 
this is my eighth year at the JCC 
and this year, I will be working 
with the four year olds in the 
Blue room. Besides teaching at 
other Preschools, elena worked 

decades as a child welfare caseworker. I’m inter-
ested in current events/politics, revisionist history 
and reading. My husband, Phil, and I have three 
children (Jessalyn, Keenan and Jarret) and a 7 
month old grandchild (Leon). I look forward to 
sharing this school year with you all! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jacquelynne Taylor 
Assistant Teacher, Waddlers 
 
Hello everyone!  My name is 
Jacquelynne Taylor and this will be 
my 5th year at the JCC in the     
Waddler Room. I have worked in 
childcare for about 15 years and 
love to see the children’s smile 

every morning when you enter the classroom. I have 
one son who is a volunteer firefighter for Carmen Fire 
Dept. I love going camping on weekends in the       
summer. Ms. Lindsey and I are looking forward to 
abother great year with our amazing class.   

 
Shweta Kumari 
Assistant Teacher,  Preschool 
 
Hello Everyone! I am Shweta           
Kumari, and this is my second year 
in JCC. This year I am working as an 
assistant teacher in Purple room 
with preschool students, last year I 
worked as a floater in preschool. 

When I am not working, I love to spend time with my 
husband and 5 years old son Reyaan. 
 My mantra for education is that each child is 
unique, and instruction should be tailored to            
accommodate their learning style. I am looking       
forward to another great preschool year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olivia Hoffman 
Assistant Teacher, Toddlers 
 
Hello! I am Olivia Hoffman, a 
graduate of Bachelor’s       
Degree in Business            
Administration in              
Philippines. For almost 25 
years, I worked 
in various kinds of job such 

as real estate, retail, government office and             
educational institution. Every aspect of my job has 
a corresponding skills and one of the job that 
brought a soft spot in my heart is childcare. Kids are 
joyful. They bring smile to everyone. They give      
happiness and inspiration to their families. That gave 
me the motivation to work in Early Childhood        
Education. It  broaden my knowledge on how to 
handle toddlers in a more effective and efficient 
way. Yes it is a challenging role but as I guide them 
on their day to day physical and mental activities I 
believe I am contributing a learning factor to          
establish their growth development. Being a part of 
Early Childhood Education is one of my best     
achievement in my career and has given a great   
impact in my life.  
 

 
Aneela Christopher 
Assistant Teacher,  
Four Year Olds 
 
My name is Aneela, I’m a dog 
and cat mom with 3 more kids. 
It’s keeps me busy outside my 
work..  
My passion for working with    
children started 20 years ago.        

Recently I worked at the JCC Albany for 4 years. Now 
I’ve joined you guys, super excited to be a part of 
this journey...  
 
 
 
 
 



Nirmala Krishnamurthy 
Lead Teacher, 3 Year Olds 
 
Hi, My name is Nirmala and I am   
going to be a Preschool Teacher. I 
have completed five years at JCC but 
this is my first year as a Preschool 
Head Teacher. I am really excited 
and I love to spend time with little 

ones and it gives immense joy to see their face light up 
when they learn something. I can’t wait to spend the 
year learning and growing with you. Currently, I am 
working towards my credentials for Early Childhood 
Education.   
  In my free time, I like to spend time with my ten year 
old daughter and love to play board games with her. 

 
Danka Kwiatkowski 
Infants and Floater 
 
My name is Danka and I’ve bene 
with the JCC since 2016. I’m original-
ly from Poland and have been in the 
US for over 30 years. I have a         
husband and two grown children. 

 Here at the JCC, I work as a 
floater, but my favorite age is Infants. I love taking 
care of them and seeing them grow.  

 Even though this year is going to be different, 
I’m excited to see what it will bring! 

 

Alana Stewart 
Floater 
I am Alana Stewart and this is my 
second year at the JCC. I am 22 
years old and in college.  I have two 
dogs that are English Shepherds. I 
like working with children and I 
have been for over two years. I   

enjoy working with multiple age groups and seeing 
new faces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Henry Burket 
Floater/Kindergarten After 
Care  
 
Hi, I'm Henry, I'm a recent 
graduate from the State 
University at Albany where I 
studied English and         
Journalism. Before working 
at the JCC, I was a camp 
counselor for four summers, 

and it was during this time that I learned how much 
fun it was working with kids. I hope to bring that 
same enthusiasm with me to the J, and I look      
forward to getting to know all the wonderful kids 
here over this next year. 

 
Hannah Itskov 
Lead Teacher,  3 Year Olds 
Hello Everybody! 
My Name is Hannah and I 
am so excited to be     
teaching preschool this 
year with Miss. Nirmala in 
the Green room here at 
the Schenectady Jewish 
Community Center! As a 
recent college graduate 
from the State University 

at Albany/SUNY Albany, I have a completed a minor 
in Education with a concentration in special          
education. This minor has allowed me to complete 
over 140 hours of observation and volunteer work 
in a special education classroom at a local             
elementary school in the Albany City School          
District. I have worked at a Hebrew Jewish Sunday 
school in Albany, N.Y. for three years which has 
prepared me with the tools and experience to 
teach beginner Hebrew, lessons on the Jewish    
holidays, and Israeli dance! I am very excited to 
bring this knowledge to teaching Jewish education 
here at the SJCC. I have also worked as a teacher’s 
assistant in a two-year-old room for two years at 
the Albany JCC where I gained experience in toilet 
training, playing with, and positively                     
communicating with children and their parents. I 
enjoy being outside in the sunshine, dancing, and 
reading in my free time. Let’s make this year as safe 
and joyful as we can! 



Nataliya Pivtsova 
Assistant Teacher, Toddlers 
 
Hi, my name is Nataliya and I 
work with Dizelle in the       
Toddler classroom. This is my 
third year teaching at the JCC. 
I am very excited for this 
school year and am glad to 

meet you all. 
 
 
 

 
Heather Lefton 
Assistant Teacher,  
Four Year Olds 
My name is Heather Lefton and I 
am the assistant teacher in the 
Sky Room. I’m very  excited to 
be back for my second year. 
Both of my sons had great      
preschool experiences here. I 
was very happy to have the      

opportunity to work here when my youngest went to 
kindergarten.  
  I have Masters in Special Education and spent 
8 years teaching both typical and special education 
students at the high school level. I spent my  summers 
working at extended school year programs and then 
as the assistant director of a special needs day camp 
for children starting at age 3.  
  In my spare time I enjoy doing home                 
improvement projects, reading and going for walks 
with my family.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brittany Vermillion 
Floater/Kindergarten After 
Care 
 

I am a 2020 Graduate with a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Elementary Education. I        
recently moved to New York 
from Illinois In June of this 
year. I am SO very excited to 
be leading the After School   

Kindergarten program here at the JCC, I have worked 
with children in a variety of age, primarily the         
Elementary age of course. Again, I am super excited 
for this upcoming school year, We are going to have 
so much FUN!!!   

 
Veronika Stryker 
Assistant Teacher, Toddlers 
 
My name is Veronika and I 
work with Dizelle and Nataliya 
in the Toddler rooms and am 
here every afternoon.  This is 
the start of my second year at 
the JCC and I am very excited 
for the start of the school 
year. 

 



Schenectady Jewish Community Center 

2565 Balltown Rd 

Schenectady, NY 12309 

Phone: 518-377-8803 

Fax: 518-377-5530 

E-mail: sarahm@schenectadyjcc.org 

andreal@schenectadyjcc.org 

Early Childhood     

Education 

SCHENECTADY JEWISH 

COMMUNITY CENTER 

Www.schenectadyjcc.org 

For the most convenient way to stay in 

touch with ECE: 

www.facebook.com/ECEofSJCC 

Please Note: 

In order to be as accommodating as possible to 
our families, our school, as a whole, does not 
prohibit specific types of food. We do, however, 
alter classrooms as needed in order to meet the 
needs of students with allergies. Please take 
note if your there are signs in or around your 
child’s classroom that designate it as an          
allergen free room. 

 

We greatly appreciate your efforts in sending in 
lunches and snacks that are free of that         
allergen. The health and safety of all of our    
students is of utmost importance to us.  


