
ECE Newsletter 

PTO Family Mixer & BBQ 

(RSVP via Signup Genius) 

May 10th 
4pm  - 6pm 

4 Year Old Field Trip to 
MiSci & Blatnick Park 

May 16th 

Memorial Day; ECE Closed May 30th 

Spring Scholastic Book 
Fair (Volunteers Needed) 

May 31— 
June 3 

Field Day 
(more details to follow)  June 2 

ECE Family Pool Party 
June 10 

Moving Up Celebration 
for 4 year olds 

June 17 @ 
10am 

ECE at a Glance 



E n c o u r a g i n g  
Speech & Literacy  



      Yom Ha’atzmaut  
         May 5, 2022 

 
What is it?  
Also known as Israel Independence Day, Yom Ha’atzmaut marks the anniversary of the establishment of the 
modern state of Israel in 1948. It is observed on or near the 5th of the Hebrew month of Iyar on the Jewish 
calendar, which usually falls in April. On May 14, 1948, soon-to-be Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion           
declared the independence of the State of Israel, which was recognized by the United States, the Soviet Un-
ion, and other countries, though not by the surrounding Arab states. 

How do Americans celebrate? 
Outside Israel, Jewish communities host parties and gatherings to celebrate. Often, the focus of these events 
is on Israeli culture, everything from classic Israeli foods — hummus, falafel, schnitzel, and shawarma — to 
Israeli dance, Israeli music, and all things Hebrew. People wear blue and white and wave Israeli flags. You 
can celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut too by trying Israeli foods, listening to music, and learning about Israel. 

How do Israelis celebrate? 
Other than the official ceremonies, Israelis celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut in a variety of ways. Crowds gather to 
watch free public shows offered by the government and spend the night dancing Israeli folk dances or        
singing Israeli songs. During the daytime, thousands of Israeli families go out on hikes and picnics. Army 
camps are open for civilians to visit and to display the recent technological achievements of the Israeli       
Defense Forces. Yom Ha’atzmaut concludes with a grant ceremony for the “Israel Prize” recognizing individ-
ual Israelis for their unique contribution to the country’s culture, science, arts, and the humanities. 
 
https://www.kveller.com/article/yom-haatzmaut/ 



Who:    Families and ECE Staff 
What:   Hotdogs and snacks 
When:  May 10th 4:00-6:00  
Where: Teva/Side of the building  
Why:     Spend time with parents you   
               know, meet some parents you  
               haven’t met before, and have a  
               chance to talk to teachers. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0549a5ad2ea2f58-eceparent 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0549a5ad2ea2f58-eceparent


 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4ca8ac2eaafdc34-scholastic 

Tuesday, May 31—Friday, June 3 



Infants 

Karyn, Tracy & Danka 
 

   Hello from the Infant Room!  
Things have been busy in here.  We have a 
lot of mobile ones in the room and they 
are busy exploring the area.  June is the 
fastest and is our class greeter.  She also 
likes to take care of her friends and will 
bring them a toy if she thinks they are sad.  
Max and Elliott are buddies and will follow 
each other about the room.  They like to 
play “peek-a-boo” and chase each other 
around the tunnel.  Now that Mari and 
Harper are more mobile, you can              
frequently find them playing in a bunch 
somewhere with Max and Elliott.  Maddie 
is super happy when she finds that she has 
moved herself nearer the toys she wants 
to play with.  Collins is our newest and 
youngest friend.  She loves watching all 
the activity in our room.  We said          
Good-bye to Mila this month, who has 
moved on to new adventures.  
 It’s nice to see them go to the toy 
shelf in the morning and pick out their     
favorite thing to play with.  Sometimes it is 
the “favorite” just for the day and other 
times it is a week-long favorite.  We       
continue to work on signing and many of 
them have been participating! : )        
Sometimes they will even sign for each 
other. 
 With the nicer weather coming, we 
will try to get outside when the busy 
schedules of the Infants permit it.  We will 
apply sunscreen before walks, if needed.  
We will need a signed permission slip on 
file for that.  We will put one in your cubby 
if we don’t already have one from you.  
Please label the sunscreen that you send 
in.   



Waddlers 

Lindsey & Pat 

I can't believe how fast time is going by! It's crazy 
to think that most of the Waddlers will be moving 
up to toddlers in the next couple of months. Our 
friends have been busy working on independence, 
such as using utensils (you would be amazed at 
how much more they eat just by holding a fork), 
perfecting walking skills, and toy manipulation. 
We are hopeful that warm weather will be sticking 
around and will allow us to get outside more. If 
you have not brought in sunscreen please do 
so that we are able to apply it when needed. 

Brynlee is our helper of the room. She has be-
come super talkative and likes to help myself 
and Mrs. Pat with different tasks around the 
room. Auggie likes to follow around some of 
our friends. He is quite the mimic of everyone's 
actions and he has a very comical attitude. 
Freya has been letting us know what some of 
the different colors are. She has a few of them 
down pretty good.  

Matthew is still all about the tractor. He likes to 
put all the farmers and animals in the back and 
push it around. He also is really good about       
helping to clean up toys. Calder is walking so 
much, and gets so proud of himself for it. He is 
doing his very best to try and keep up with all the 
other friends in the room. Mahlia is into              
everything. She always keeps herself busy and     
active with different manipulative toys.  

William loves to play peek-a-boo.He will hide      
behind anything and say "boo", sometimes he 
doesn't even need to be hiding, he will just look at 
you and say boo. Kaden has made himself right at 
home in Waddlers. He loves to be involved with 
whatever his friends are doing. He also is doing 
really well walking and will be running with them 
in no time. Liora is the laid back of the room. She 
will stand by and just observe what everyone is 
doing. 

We really work hard on trying to get our friends to 
learn self independence so that they can build 
their confidence. This could be simple things like 
walking to their chair for lunch or to the changing 
table for a diaper. Please remember to check your 
child's cubby for spare clothing; size, season       
appropriate, and quantity. If you have any        
questions or concerns, please see myself or Pat.  



Toddlers 

Tricia & Olivia 
 

 We have learned so much about      
ourselves and our bodies this month in the 
toddler room!  We painted self portraits and 
found all our body parts. We learned about 
bones and our organs and did the skeleton 
dance many many times!  We read lots of 
books about lots of different emotions and 
practiced labeling our feelings and recognizing 
other people’s feelings. We celebrated        
Passover (while some of us went to the 
beach ) and made our own Seder plates.  
 As we finish up the month we are     
exploring our 5 senses. We have been smelling 
spices and our smelly sock. We walked the 
campus doing a visual scavenger hunt. We 
have explored textures with sandpaper and 
texture play dough and will finish up with 
some taste experiments.  
 The children are very engaged in both 
their free play and our classroom activities. 
We are hearing so much language and seeing 
so many of our strategies being used in        
everyday interactions.   
 Charlie, Owen and Logan are in con-
stant motion around the room with all our 
vehicles.  So much speeding and crashing! 
Magnetic tiles have been out everyday and 
the cooperative building has been successful, 
until someone just has to smash! 
 Lorenzo knows the name of every    
animal in our animal bin.  Reygan has           
promoted herself to my assistant!  The month 
of May will be about all things Spring!  We will 
be outside as much as we can and get ready 
for our mud exploration! 

  



Toddlers 

Lynne & Yan 
 

 Hello from our Toddler Room! Our 
school year is drawing to a close, but that 
doesn’t slow us down! 

 If anything, energy is up and we 
are buzzing as hard as the bees. Playtime 
is now mainly outdoors and we request 
that sneakers be worn, as they are safer 
than sandals or dress shoes, particularly 
when climbing.  

 The boys and girls are gaining     
rapidly their independence and urge you 
to encourage that also at home. They are 
playing in small groups and that can lead 
to some friction amongst individuals,   
however, they are learning to “work things 
out” by talking about it, either with their 
friends or Yan and I. Growing up is hard! 

 Small motor skills are still            
developing, however, gross motor has   
really came along from all the outdoor 
climbing, jumping and running. 

 They are a great bunch who are 
very dear and we’ve had a great year with 
them. In just a few weeks we will say 
goodbye as they move up with preschool. 
Where has the year gone? 

 Once again, please check your 
child’s cubby and replace any outgrown 
clothes. Please send in seasonably          
appropriate clothing and remember that 
the mornings are still cool so a little jacket 
is recommended.  



Toddlers 

Amanda & Dede 
  
 Shalom! This past week our        
classroom has been all about shapes! 
Books, songs, art projects & puzzles are the 
name of the game.  
 Emma has dominated the shapes 
puzzle & latches board. Austin, Leo & Lily 
dove into our science experiment that    
combined rectangular ice trays with flowing 
water & food coloring: A sensory               
experience, as well as fine motor! 
 We will continue to bring shapes 
into our coming themes. And speaking of, a 
reminder that your kiddos will be exploring 
colors next week. Each day will be the next 
color of the rainbow, starting with red on 
Monday, May 2. We thought it would be 
neat to have our friends dress in the          
corresponding colors each day, while we 
explore color through art, music, & play!  
 Speaking of play, your kiddos are 
experiencing developmental dramatic play: 
Lorelei & Ilyas love racing trucks through 
the room, Patrick & Zen are always          
creating treats in the kitchen for friends & 
teachers (yum)! All while Jacob chats with 
friends & family on our cell phone.  
 One thing all your kiddos agree on 
is building with Magna tiles - which help 
hone fine-motor, sensory skills, and work-
ing together! 
We are loving playing outside on the Teva 
& Woodchip playgrounds & tyke track, 
when the weather cooperates.  
 As always, thank you for sharing 
your kiddos with us!!  
 

 
 



Blue Room 

Samantha & 

Heather 

Happy Spring from the Blue Room.  This is my 
favorite time of year with the children.  We are 
able to get outside more and enjoy the           
beautiful weather and also observe nature 
waking up and changing from the long winter 
months.  Since our last newsletter we finished 
our unit of outer space and then moved on to 
the Jewish holiday, Passover.  We had a      
moving story of how Passover began with     
Rabbis Matt and Raffi and Ms. Meta.  We made 
Matzah with Ms. Andrea and sang a few      
Passover songs.   

When we came back from Spring vacation 
week, we started our unit on the spring        
season.  MiSci museum visited and talked 
about the life cycle of a butterfly.  They         
discussed the stages of a butterfly, read a story 
and the children made a butterfly craft. It was 
a fun way to prepare for when we do our 
butterfly unit in the classroom. In the          
classroom we discussed the characteristics of 
spring, what plants and animals do after       
winter, comparing and contrasting spring to 
the other seasons and fun activities we can do 
outside.  The blue room put on 
their scientist lenses and we are going to study 
plants. We started learning about the parts of 
a plant and the life cycle of a flower.  We made 
strawberry scented play dough and the        
children made flowers out of it.  They are    
making flower crafts to go on our tree in the       
hallway to the classroom.  We will continue 
our unit for a few  

With the weather getting warmer we will be 
spending a lot of the preschool day outside.  
Please make sure to send in a light spring jack-
et or sweater for your child. weeks.  



Yellow Room 

Amy  
 Another month has come and gone! As 
we say goodbye to April let's reflect back on all 
the fun that was had this past month.  
 We spent the first half of the month 
learning all about Passover!  We learned about 
King Pharaoh, The Princess and of course         
Moses.  We listened to many Passover stories to 
help us learn about this holiday and by the end 
the children were able to tell the story of        
Passover to me!  They still even play Passover 
games of hurrying out of Egypt before Pharaoh 
changes his mind.  We had fun making a large 
seder plate that I hung up in the hallway, the 
children each also made their own seder plates 
that are hanging up out there as well.  One funny 
story we listened to was called: The Matzah 
Man, this was a  funny story about a runaway 
matzah man, so then the  children had fun mak-
ing their own runaway little matzah people to 
add to our Passover wall in the hallway.  We had 
our own matzah factory set up in the classroom 
with playdough and then Mrs. Andrea came for a 
visit and we made some real matzah with her 
that we then had for snack.  On April 13th we 
had some special visitors, Ellie's mom Rachel 
along with her Abba (dad) Rabbi Rafi come in to 
celebrate Passover with us, along with Rabbi 
Matt.  The children had fun watching the two 
Rabbi's act out the   story of Passover and talk to 
us about the 10 plagues.  
 We then had a week off from Pre-school 
and when we came back we moved right into 
bugs and insects.  This brought a special guest 
from MiSci who taught us about butterflies and 
read us a fun story and also did a craft with us.  
In the classroom we explored butterflies some 
more and then ladybugs.  We will continue bugs 
and insects into May as well.    
 We continue to enjoy the outdoors as 
much as we can, and fingers crossed the      
weather keeps getting warmer for us.  
 I can't wait to see what fun the Yellow 
Room friends have in store for the month of 
May!!    



Sky Room 

Aneela & Priyanka 
 

Hope everyone is safe and healthy. Spring 
is almost here and this means we will be 
spending most of our time outdoors, 
which is very exciting.  

Starting this month, we will be learning 
the Life Cycle of a butterfly using sensory 
bottles. We will be working on a new       
activities using sensory bins with noodles 
and different types of bugs.  

Students will be using play dough in an 
activity including Bug Fossils. There will 
also be an Insect Hunt and Match Activity.   

We will be conducting a few Science      
experiments using Ice, paint, shaving 
cream and water which is a great outdoor 
activity.   

Also, great news, we learned how to write 
and recognize the alphabet A-Z and      
numbers 1-10.  

We will be celebrating Mother’s day and 
Father’s day and will do artwork related to 
these events.  

There is a field trip coming soon this 
month and we will be giving out updates 
soon. Stay tuned!!  

Hope every one has a good month and as 
always, take care and stay healthy.  



Green Room 

Corinne & Lakshmi 
 

The Green Room had a wonderful April. 
They enjoyed playing in our soil sensory 
bin and pretending to plant seeds in pots. 
We’ve been discussing weather and had 
fun playing with “clouds” (shaving cream) 
and with “rain” (cups with holes and       
water) in the sensory bin.   

We made umbrellas and have learned our 
letters and letter sounds through V. We 
talked about fairy tales, what makes a    
story a fairy tale and read The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff and The Three Little Pigs. We 
told the stories, acted them out and did 
art and STEM building activities for the 
three pigs. We’re going to begin learning 
about caterpillars and butterflies because 
we will be getting caterpillars for our    
classroom soon! It is always a great      
learning experience and fun to watch 
them go through metamorphosis. The kids 
will be acting as scientists: making          
predictions, observing, analyzing, and 
drawing conclusions.   

We are also going to focus on how we 
treat one another and being empathetic. 
Please try to have discussions with your 
kids about being kind and 
treating others how we 
would like to be treated. 
Thank you for all your 
support!   

 



Schenectady Jewish Community Center 

2565 Balltown Rd 

Schenectady, NY 12309 

Phone: 518-377-8803 

Fax: 518-377-5530 

E-mail: sarahm@schenectadyjcc.org 

andreal@schenectadyjcc.org 

Early Childhood     

Education 

SCHENECTADY JEWISH 

COMMUNITY CENTER 

Www.schenectadyjcc.org 

For the most convenient way to stay in 

touch with ECE: 

www.facebook.com/ECEofSJCC 

Beginning this week, the shed in the back circle 

(where we also collect the cans) will now also 

be used to collect shelf-stable pantry and         

hygiene items for Schenectady Street Soldiers. 

This local grassroots group helps those            

experiencing homelessness and those in need 

with essentials, meals and more.  


