
Each month, we designate a different      
charity or organization for our Shabbat 
Tzedakah collection.  We encourage parents 
to tell us about organizations that are close 
to your hearts.  Tzedakah is collected in the 
classrooms on Fridays during Shabbat, but 
feel free to bring coins in earlier in the week 

if it is more convenient.  Donations will be held until Fridays so 
the children will contribute as a group.  In our newsletters, we 
will include as many  specifics about each organization as        
possible so that you will understand the importance of the     
charity.   

 

  For the months of January & February, we will             
donate all tzedakah collected to the Miracle Ryker Foundation, 
a non-profit organization that gives grants to parent who have 
children who are in need of prolonged hospital stays, funds for 
traveling to specialty hospitals, or other needs while their child 
is need of medical care. For more information, please visit:  

https://www.miracleryker.org  

 
 
  
 

Tzedakah 

February Winter 
Break: Vacation Day 
Programming 

2/15—2/19 

“Celebrating 100 
years” 100th Kickoff 
Zoom Celebration (see 
flyer for details) 

1/31 
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Andrea’s Article 
A parent/Teacher conference is a time when you and your 
child’s teacher can assess the progress that your child has 
already made this year.  It is a very short time to exchange 
very important information.  The teacher will come prepared 
to share her thoughts with you. It is equally important that 
you are prepared to not only share information, but to ask 
the appropriate questions to get the information that you 
want and need about your child. 

Following is short article on how to prepare for parent/
teacher conferences: 

How to prepare for  

Parent/Teacher Conferences  
By Cristen Pennington 

 

Why preparing ahead of time is so important 

 

A conference with your child's teacher is similar to a visit to the    

doctor's office. You have a lot that you want to talk about, and a 

limited amount of time. The better prepared you are going in; the 

more beneficial the meeting will be for both you and the teacher. 

Here are some tips for a productive parent/teacher conference, along 

with a list of good questions for you to ask the teacher.  

Ask your child how things are going at school Several days 

before the conference ask your child some very specific questions 

about school. What would he like you to ask the teacher? What does 

he like best about school? Are there any kids at school that he's  

having trouble getting along with? If he could change anything about 

school what would it be? 

Write down your questions Once you're in a meeting with the 

teacher it may be hard to remember what you wanted to talk about. 

Jot down your questions beforehand and bring them to the            

conference.  

 

How to make the most of your conference time: 

 

Stick to talking about your child Most parent/teacher             

conferences last only 20 minutes. Don't use this time to ask        

questions about basic school policies. That kind of information can 

usually be found in the school's handbook, on its Web site, or by 

calling the office during business hours. This is your chance to get 

detailed     feedback on your child, so grab it while you can. If you 

have a specific question or issue that doesn't come up, don't hesitate 

to ask. The teacher may be inexperienced or shy, or just not realize 

that you're concerned about a particular thing. You know your child 

better than anyone, so take the initiative. 

Establish a rapport with the teacher The first parent/teacher 

conference is a chance to get to know the teacher. If you're both on 

the same page from the start, your child will get more out of his year 

in this teacher's classroom. If you can make a connection early in the 

year, it will be easier to talk to the teacher in the future about any 

questions or concerns. To get off on the right foot, first listen to 

what the teacher has to say, and then base your questions on what is 

said. You may also want to ask her something about herself, her 

teaching philosophy, etc. to get a better understanding of who she is. 

Try not to get defensive It's natural to feel a bit nervous about 

parent/teacher conferences. Every parent wants to hear how       

wonderful his or her child is — and the teacher should tell you about 

your child's special skills and achievements. But one of the main     
functions of these conferences is to point out areas where your child 

has room to develop. The teacher may even suggest testing, special 

classes, or some change in your behavior. Keep in mind that this is a 

part of all parent-teacher conferences. Fight the urge to argue with 

the teacher or dismiss her comments. She is not blaming you or your 

child. The point of this meeting is to get an assessment of how your 

child is doing in school and to look for ways you can help him. Remind 

yourself that the teacher is on your side and the two of you have the 

same goal: to help your child learn all that he can. 

Take a notepad and pen After the meeting is over you may forget 

some of what you discussed. Jotting things down as you go along will 

help jog your memory later. Taking notes is also a good way to let the 

teacher know you're really paying attention. 

 

Size up the social scene How well your child fits in socially can have 

an affect on how well he learns. Ask the teacher how he gets along 

with the other students. Does he always play with the same kids? Who 

are they? Does he always play the same games with other kids? Which 

ones? Is the teacher concerned about your child's ability to get along 

with others and participate in class? 

 

Give the teacher relevant information Let the teacher know of 

any changes at home. A new baby, a divorce, or a death in the family 

can all affect the way your child behaves in the classroom. Resist the 

urge to talk about his successes outside of school, though. As much fun 

as it is to tell cute stories, this meeting is about assessing your child's 
academic progress. 

Leave with an action plan Before say goodbye, find out the best 

way to follow-up with the teacher. Can you call her? Does she have an 

e-mail address you can use? You may think of other questions later so 

find out the best way to ask them. As you end the conference, review 

any decisions that you've made together. And if you feel it's necessary, 

request another meeting.  

 

What to do after the conference 

Tell your child how it went Even a young child will be interested to 

know that you met his teacher and talked about his school work Your 

first priority should always be to pass on praise — yours and the 

teacher's — before bringing up any issues of concern. You should also 

follow up on anything your child talked about before the meeting. If 

your child was concerned about a bully, for instance, tell him that you 

talked to his teacher and what the two of you decided to do about the 

problem. Following up like this gives your child a sense that he is heard 

and that you will take his concerns seriously. Laying the groundwork 

now will make it easier for him to confide in you as he gets older. 

 

Stay in touch with the teacher Now that you've opened the door 

to communication, don't wait for the next conference to talk. Call her 

in a few weeks and update her on something you talked about during 

the conference. Just like any budding relationship, this one needs to be 

nurtured.  

 

12 great questions to ask the teacher 
1. Is my child's development on track for his age? 
 

2. Is there anything we can do at home to reinforce the skills that 

you're working on in the classroom? 

 

3. What are my child's strengths and weaknesses? 

 

4. What can we do to help develop our child's weak areas? 

 
5. What are my child's academic talents? 

 

6. What is he like in class? 

 

7. What is my child's learning style? 

 

8. How does my child interact with the other kids? 

 

9. How is achievement measured in your classroom? How will my child 

be evaluated? 

 

about:blank


10. Is there anything that I can share with you about my child 

and what he's like at home? 

 

12. What skills will my child be expected to master this year? 

 

13. Does my child participate in group activities?  

 

http://parentcenter.babycenter.com/refcap/preschooler

/ppreschool/65700.html 

Parent Teacher Conferences 

 

February is our traditional time for Parent-Teacher conferences. 
This year the teachers will be conducting them via zoom throughout 
the month of February.  Your child’s teacher will be reaching out to 
you to set these up.  If you are able to meet during the morning for a 
15-20 minute zoom call that would be ideal so our teachers won’t have 
to work in the evening, however the teachers will work with each    
family to find days and times that work for everyone.      

 

about:blank
about:blank


Blue Room 

Elena & Aneela 

 

 Here we are in the middle of the school 
year already—time is flying. Since the numbers 
of COVID-19 have continued to rise, our        
program has asked that children wear their 
masks not just in the halls, but throughout the 
day as well. The children are doing a great job 
with this! We have a social story and persona 
dolls for some reinforcement as well.  
 The letter of the week program          
continues to have children thinking and         
creating. There were two weeks for E because 
of its two major sounds: E, as in elephant, or E, 
as in eagle. We cracked eggs and ate them        
scrambled. A favorite R word was robot and 
we set up a restaurant in the Dramatic Play 
area. The next letter was M, as in mouse,     
monkeys, or making muffins. The favorite toy 
of any week is magnet tiles. Stories, often read 
from Favorite Fairy Tales and Fables, often 
have a title with a word that is the Letter of the 
Week.  
 Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of trees for 
the Jewish people, is fun because of the        
activities Ms. Andrea planned for us and books 
about trees which remind us to take care of 
the Earth. 
 Thanks for sending in snow gear as kids 
want to go out whenever possible, even when 
it is chilly. It was a special treat to slide down 
the bowl with our new saucers—they are fast! 



Waddlers 

Lindsey & Jackie 

 

First newsletter of the new year for us here 
in Waddlers. Our friends are growing so 
much and learning everyday. We've been 
trying to keep warm, so we have found   
activities to do inside. We have painted, 
colored, played in a tunnel and that's just 
to naming a few.   
Lorenzo loves to play with the little people. 
He stands them up on the shelves and puts 
them in the different vehicles. He also likes 
to show us how he can "run". Lorenzo has 
also been finding his words more and more 
now.  
Reygan started walking since the last   
newsletter. She has found such a huge   
interest in reading and can say "read" in 
the cutest way. Reygan also likes to point 
out different body parts, she even knows 
her knees and elbows. 
Austin is in to everything these days. He 
likes to also chase after Lorenzo, they have 
become quite the pair. Austin has been 
babbling and trying to communicate with 
us more and more, it won't be long before 
he finds his words.  
Zen loves to get into all the balls in the ball 
bin. He also likes to dance to the music of 
some of the toys. He also has been trying 
to find his words and tells us all kinds of 
stories.  
I know that we don't get to see parents as 
often right now, but please let us know if 
there is anything you need from us. You 
can always brightwheel, email, call etc. I 
also will be sending out some information 
soon in regards to a virtual parent teacher 
conference, for those interested. As always 
please let myself or Jackie know if there 
are any questions or concerns.  



To register for the Zoom Event, please visit: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrceupqTIsHdRRaUHWG69g-vzqVqtT6Vcl  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMrceupqTIsHdRRaUHWG69g-vzqVqtT6Vcl
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