
Each month, we designate a different      
charity or organization for our Shabbat 
Tzedakah collection.  We encourage parents 
to tell us about organizations that are close 
to your hearts.  Tzedakah is collected in the 
classrooms on Fridays during Shabbat, but 
feel free to bring coins in earlier in the week 

if it is more convenient.  Donations will be held until Fridays so 
the children will contribute as a group.  In our newsletters, we 
will include as many  specifics about each organization as        
possible so that you will understand the importance of the     
charity.   

 

  For the months of January & February, we will             
donate all tzedakah collected to the Miracle Ryker Foundation, 
a non-profit organization that gives grants to parent who have 
children who are in need of prolonged hospital stays, funds for 
traveling to specialty hospitals, or other needs while their child 
is need of medical care. For more information, please visit:  

https://www.miracleryker.org  
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Andrea’s Article 
There is a minor Jewish holiday that celebrates nature and reminds us 
of our responsibilities to take care of the earth. This holiday is called     
Tu B’Shevat. It is considered the New Year of the Trees.  

Each year, our Early Childhood Program celebrates Tu B’Shevat by       
having a Tu B’Shevat fair, filled with hands on stations centered around 
the holiday.  There will be an array of stations for the children to visit 
and complete different projects. They will taste fruits, paint bird houses, 
plant seeds, and much more. This year, as we are unable to have our 
tradition fair, we will be celebrating throughout the duration of the 
week of January 26—January 29.  Classes will have the opportunity to 
really delve into these activities together and celebrate the holiday. 





Yellow Room 

Amy & Kim 

 
 Hello 2021, hope everyone had a happy and healthy holiday 
season and new year.  The Yellow Rooms boys are back on full swing and 
have been busy these past few weeks!  
 They have been working hard on some new morning work of 
tracing their names!  We work on correct pencil grip, so they can trace 
letters of their names with dry erase markers.  This is a task that comes 
easy for some children and harder for others, getting those little fingers 
to grasp and hold the writing utensil the correct way is tricky.  The boys 
have been working very hard at this, and to help strengthen those little 
finger muscles we have been having fun with with sensory, such as 
playdough and my favorite oobleck.  Such sensory exploration is a great 
way for the kiddos to strengthen and work on those fine motor 
skills.  The boys also have been practicing fine motor skills with some 
cutting.  We have some new scissors in the classroom and the boys have 
been exploring with them, cutting out shapes such as mittens, as well as 
free cutting during centers and creating their own cuts on paper with the 
scissors.  
 The yellow room has also been busy chatting about the season 
of winter!  We have had fun reading winter stories such as: The Mitten 
and The Hat by Jan Barrett, as well as talking about some things that   
happen in the winter time.  Some vocabulary words we have chatted 
about are: hibernation, migration as well as solid and a liquid with     
freezing ice and melting it back to water.   
 We have had fun counting bears, and putting them into         
numbered "caves" . This was a great way to practice number skills and 
counting.  We also used cotton balls and numbered snowmen, the boys 
had to count out the correct number of cotton balls based on what      
number was on their snowman.    
The boys are really into science, and I found the perfect winter science 
fun for them.  We used a sandwich bag, some baking soda and vinegar to 
make an exploding snowman!  They boys had fun watching the sandwich 
bag (with a snowman's face on it) expand as the vinegar and baking soda 
reacted inside the closed sandwich bag.  I was afraid it was going to actu-
ally explode and make a huge mess and I think some of the boys were 
really hoping that was what was going to happen!  I had the boys predict 
on how long they thought the snowman would stay expanded for, the 
length or pre-school or longer.  He actually stayed up most of the day, 
however when I came back the next morning he was flat again.  
Since going to the gym is not an option at this time the yellow room boys 
and I have bundled up and gotten outside as much as possible!  We have 
been enjoying the snow! They played in it, built snowmen, we used spray 
bottles to color the snow and we even had a ball going sledding down 
the hill by the stage outside!  Gross motor is just as important as class-
room work and we are finding safe ways to get the boys energy out!  
Ending out January the boys will learn about the Jewish holiday of Tu 
B'Shevat, the birthday of the trees!  We will spend the week chatting 
about trees and why they are so important, as well as doing tree based 
activities. In the past we have had a Tu B'Shevat Fair down in the audito-
rium where the children would spend the morning going from station to 
station doing tree based activities, some of you may remember this from 
years past.  We didn't want covid to ruin our tree fun, so we are bringing 
the tree centers to the classroom instead. So we will safely celebrate Tu 
B' Shavat in the yellow room!  
Hope everyone is enjoying the first few weeks of 2021!  
 



Toddlers 

Tricia & Olivia 

 

 It’s the time of year when our Toddler 
room gets very busy! All of the children are 
well accustomed to the way in which we go 
about our day. They are helpful, engaged and 
understand how our classroom works. This 
makes it possible to introduce more activity 
centers, more messy work, and more             
independent play materials because there is a 
solid base of experience that helps them take 
and understand direction. We see them really 
experience the classroom materials and are 
watching them learn.  
 We have explored all the colors of the 
rainbow, we have integrated shapes, and       
pre-writing concepts into our environment. We 
do a lot of reading and “cooking” and we are 
using our words with each other. We              
discovered winter, snow, ice, cold and white.  
 Everyone is learning to jump up and 
down, stretch and “relax”. We have started 
talking about “push” and “pull”.  
 We have a lot of singers in our        
classroom! Our Circle Time is met with           
enthusiasm about singing to for each other.  
 Our next endeavor will be the         
transportation theme.  
 Thank you all for the patience and      
understanding through this crazy time. I miss 
seeing parents everyday! Please reach out to 
us if you have any questions, concerns or      
comments. You can use Brightwheel or email 
or if you need to chat in person we can make 
that happen too!  



Green Room 

Nirmala & Hannah  

 

 Happy New Year Everyone. 
Since our last newsletter, the Green 
Room little friends had fun learning 
about Hanukkah through songs,        
stories, matching games and also 
through art. For the Hanukkah Art 
Show, the kids  experimented with 
different textures and a variety of art 
materials to  create their                   
masterpieces.   
 We are so proud to see that 
the children were also able to identify 
letters(A-F) in a given word. We also 
focused on learning sign language 
from letter A till letter F.   
 Our theme for the first week 
of this month was Winter 
(Hibernation). The kids learned about 
different          seasons and how Bears 
hibernate through winter. The kids 
were also excited to make winter 
sensory bin and enjoyed exploring it.  
 We bundle up to go outside 
regularly so please send in their snow 
gear everyday.  For their physical     
development, We also have           
movement activities in the classroom 
through songs, games etc. 
 We also would like to thank 
our families and the little kids for 
adapting so well with the new          
protocols and safety                           
procedures.  Please feel free to        
contact us for any questions or con-
cerns through email or Brightwheel.   



Schenectady Jewish Community Center 

2565 Balltown Rd 

Schenectady, NY 12309 

Phone: 518-377-8803 

Fax: 518-377-5530 

E-mail: sarahm@schenectadyjcc.org 

andreal@schenectadyjcc.org 

Early Childhood     

Education 

SCHENECTADY JEWISH 

COMMUNITY CENTER 

Www.schenectadyjcc.org 

www.facebook.com/ECEofSJCC 


