
Each month, we designate a different      
charity or organization for our Shabbat 
Tzedakah collection.  We encourage parents 
to tell us about organizations that are close 
to your hearts.  Tzedakah is collected in the 
classrooms on Fridays during Shabbat, but 
feel free to bring coins in earlier in the week 

if it is more convenient.  Donations will be held until Fridays so 
the children will contribute as a group.  In our newsletters, we 
will include as many  specifics about each organization as        
possible so that you will understand the importance of the     
charity.   

 

  For the months of November & December, we will     
donate all tzedakah collected to Concerned for The Hungry. 
Concerned for the Hungry, Inc. is an entirely volunteer           
organization working to fight hunger in Schenectady County. 
CFH was started by a small group of individuals in 1979. It be-
gan with the realization that the need for emergency food was 
growing. After 41 years, CFH remains a leading force in      
providing essential food services and support throughout     
Schenectady County.  
For more information, please visit:  
https://www.concernedforthehungry.org 

Tzedakah 

December Break:     
Preschool Vacation 
Programming 

 

Dec. 24– 
Jan 1 

ECE 
CLOSED: 
Dec 25 & 

Jan 1 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

ECE Newsletter 

December 21, 

2020 

ECE at a Glance 

https://www.concernedforthehungry.org


Andrea’s Article 

Since this is the last newsletter article of 2020, I 
felt this would be an appropriate time to share 
some inspiring and thought provoking New Year 
Quotes.  

I also want to take this opportunity to wish each 
and every family a happy, healthy and joyful      
holiday season.  Cherish time spent with your 
family and friends, and recharge for the New 
Year.  Here’s to a better year in 2021!  

 
“Nothing is old and nothing is new, it’s only a 
matter of point of view. Life changes when you 
change your attitude towards life. I wish you a 
very amazing new year!” 

“The ultimate aim of education in life is taking  
action at the right time. May this new year 2021 
bestow conscience and knowledge on you to 
make the rest of your life, the best of your life!” 

“Welcome this new year 2021 with utmost zing 
and peppiness. Throwdown the baggage of the 
past and load the vibrant hopes of future!” 

“The beginning of good things is always the     
hardest. May this Happy New Year provide you 
ample energy and willingness to accomplish     
everything you want in life!” 

“It is pointless to step into the new year while 
holding the grudges of the previous year. Start 
the new year on a fresh note and by sending 
Happy New Year quotes to loved ones!” 

“New years will come and go. But the actual new 
year begins on the day when you change your 
perspective towards life. Happy New Year to  
everyone!” 

“This new year, be little more loving, be little 
more caring, be little more diligent, be little more 
kind, and be little more emphatic. This new year 
2021 be the best version of yourself!” 



Blue Room 

Elena & Aneela 

 

 I’m writing this on the snow day after 
two feet of the white stuff fell so it definitely 
feels like winter. The biggest change since I 
wrote last is the children are wearing masks 
while in the hallways; they have been doing 
this task very well. The children are doing an 
excellent job in helping us to do our best to 
keep everyone safe. 
 What do the words calm, kindness 
and quiet have in common? It’s a trick     
question because they can be behavior 
prompts or you can listen to them having 
the same starting sound. After those letters 
of the week, we spoke about /ch/ as in the 
chicken soup song, /t/ as in T-Rex, /th/ as in 
Thanksgiving, and /h/ for Hanukkah.  
 The art show looked great don’t you 
think? Children enjoyed the lighting of the 
menorah, Hanukkah books, and treats such 
as potato latkes. The first half of preschool 
year ends with a review of all of the letters 
so far, especially /h/ as in Happy Holidays! 
  



Kindergarten 

Brittany & Henry 

 

Hello JCC Families!  We have been having 
such an awesome time in Kindergarten 
since our last newsletter! I hope that you 
had a chance to enjoy seeing all of the 
beautiful artwork for the Chanukah Art 
Show! We really enjoyed the opportunity 
to let the children be able to really       
create the art however they wished, We 
had an absolute blast making all of our 
art- we made leaf prints, used string to 
create abstract art, used tape and paint 
to make unique art with the negative 
space left on the paper and a few other 
very unique projects. So many of these 
art projects that we created really        
allowed the children to be able to work 
on their fine motor skills as well as 
getting to be creative and use their      
imagination in their creative process. 
 
After we finished with all of our art for 
the art show, we moved into doing      
Chanukah activities. We have had so 
much fun making different projects to           
celebrate! We had the children tear     
tissue paper (another great fine motor 
activity) and decorate paper dreidels 
with the torn pieces. We also made the 
Star of David out of popsicle sticks and 
glue, and then got to spend some time 
decorating those as well. We also spent 
some time creating Loose Parts           
Menorahs- where we give the children 
different Chanukah themed items 
(candles/dreidels, etc) as well as some 
homemade playdough and they got to 
make their own more abstract              
menorahs.  
 
We have been having so much fun in the 
Sky Room and we know that there will 
be so much more fun to come in the 
weeks ahead as we move into themed 
units such as Winter and so many more!   
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