
Each month, we designate a different      
charity or organization for our Shabbat 
Tzedakah collection.  We encourage parents 
to tell us about organizations that are close 
to your hearts.  Tzedakah is collected in the 
classrooms on Fridays during Shabbat, but 
feel free to bring coins in earlier in the week 

if it is more convenient.  Donations will be held until Fridays so 
the children will contribute as a group.  In our newsletters, we 
will include as many  specifics about each organization as        
possible so that you will understand the importance of the     
charity.   

 

  For the months of November & December, we will     
donate all tzedakah collected to Concerned for The Hungry. 
Concerned for the Hungry, Inc. is an entirely volunteer           
organization working to fight hunger in Schenectady County. 
CFH was started by a small group of individuals in 1979. It be-
gan with the realization that the need for emergency food was 
growing. After 41 years, CFH remains a leading force in      
providing essential food services and support throughout     
Schenectady County.  
For more information, please visit:  
https://www.concernedforthehungry.org 
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Andrea’s Article 

This week I participated in a training sponsored by 
the JCCA Sheva Center.  It was called “Chanukah,      
beyond the obvious”.  There were so many good     
ideas, including an idea about presenting pictures of 
different menorahs and asking children questions 
about what they notice.  Right away, I took pictures 
of my many menorahs and now they are hanging in 
the ECE hallway window.  This has become a favorite 
talking piece for the children. They count them, they 
pick out the menorahs they like the best, and discuss 
which one is the biggest or the smallest.  I really enjoy 
listening to their many thoughts and ideas! 

Another idea that was brought up during the training 
was that the story of Chanukah is really a story of 
pride, bravery, courage, perseverance, resilience and 
initiative.  The Maccabees would not have been able 
to fight for their religious freedom if they had not 
possessed all those qualities.  This belief really         
resonated with me.  I thought about how this year 
has been a huge challenge for everyone in the world, 
to say the least.  In 2020, those same qualities will 
help us get through the most difficult times.   

My favorite take away from the training was about 
the Shamash, the candle used to light all the other 
candles- often referred to as the helper candle.  The 
notion presented was we all need to be the Shamash, 
the helper.   There are times when we need light, and 
there are times when we can be the light for others.  
In ancient times as in our present time, we cannot 
forget this message of optimism and hope.   
 
I hope that you all have a Happy Chanukah, Merry 
Christmas, Happy Kwanza (or whatever your family 
celebrates).  Don’t forget to shine your light! 
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Green Room 

Nirmala & Hannah 

 

 Since our last newsletter, the 
Green Room has been so busy       
working on the first three letters along 
with the sign language. They are also 
able to recognize these letters in other 
words too. It has been really fun to 
explore the alphabets  through     
different activities. Along with letters, 
the kids also learnt about patterns, 
finger counting and coloring within 
the lines and using scissors.   
 We also discussed the        
Thanksgiving holiday and why we     
celebrate it. The   children enjoyed     
learning their patterns through turkey. 
The kids also enjoyed their 
“Thanksgiving feast” in the classroom.  

 As a part of our safety, we had a 
new rule  where Preschoolers were        
required to wear a mask  when            
transitioning from the classroom to 
outdoors. We are really proud to see 
how responsible they are and how      
quickly they adapted themselves to 
the new rule. Kudos to the kids  

 This month, we will be focusing 
on Hanukkah and our little friends    
enjoyed exploring different materials 
through art. They also learn new      
Hanukkah Vocabularies and songs. We 
are so happy to see the kids growing 
and learning in the Green Room and 
we thank the Green Room Families for 
your continued support and valuable 
suggestions.  



Yellow Room 

Amy & Kim 

 
 Roaring through November is what the Yellow 
Room boys have been up to this past month! We spent 
the month exploring dinosaurs, and the boys spent the 
month helping me pronounce all the dinosaur names the 
"right" way as they would tell me.  We listened to many 
dinosaur books, and spent lots of time looking at         
pictures of them.  We learned some new                      
vocabulary words such as: reptile, carnivore, herbivore, 
and fossils.  The boys have been really busy creating our 
dinosaur art wall located in the hallway outside of our 
room.  We had fun making various different dinosaurs 
like  the tall brontosaurus using duplos as stamps.  My 
favorite triceratops with paper plates, stegosaurus with 
letters of their names on the spikey plates, and q-tips for 
some fossil dinosaurs.   
 The boys also had fun using various different 
shapes to create their own dinosaur, those can be found 
hanging up in the covid friendly Chanukah Art show 
that's going on right now located in the room across 
from the front office.  A favorite activity we did during 
this unit was some science fun, I hid some mini            
dinosaurs in some baking soda/water paste that I 
shaped into eggs and once they dried out the boys used 
vinegar and small syringes to "hatch" the eggs.  This was 
not only a great science experiment, but also the use of 
the syringe is a great fine motor skill as they need to use 
those little fingers to work it.  I had fun asking the boys 
what they think happened to the dinosaurs and their 
answers were so great I had to write them down and 
hang them up on the wall too, some friends think they 
are still around today but they are super small and we 
just can't see them.  At the end of the unit we graphed 
our favorite dinosaur and the T-Rex was the winner!  
 Moving into December we said goodbye to our 
dinosaur fun so that we could learn all about the Jewish 
Holiday of Hanukkah!  We found the perfect story to kick 
off our Hanukkah unit, How do Dinosaurs say Happy    
Hanukkah by Jane Yolen and Mark Teague.  So far the 
boys learned about the Menorah and had fun painting a 
giant one for our door that we will have fun "lighting" 
each night of Hanukkah, and then they painted their 
own menorahs that can be found on display down in the 
art show. Hope you are able to check out the artwork 
hanging up, they have been super busy working on it 
all.  The yellow room friends have 4 pieces of unseen 
artwork hanging up and 1 menorah on display down 
there.    
 I want to say thank you to all you Yellow Room 
parents, this has been a tricky year to come back to and 
you all have been so patient with the check in process, 
sending in masks for transition times and packing hats 
and gloves since we are going outside on chillier days for 
some much needed fresh air and gross motor.  I wish 
you all a very Happy Holiday season and Happy New 
Year!   
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